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were making a rendezvous with death? The King
said: "I have long wished to visit a certain bookshop
in Paris. I think the^proprietor has something I want,
but I cannot be sure from the description he sends me."
He hoped to snatch a happy half-hour rummaging in
an old bookshop.

Thinking of old books, dim light and faded print,
King Alexander was reminded of another matter.
His eyesight was degenerating rapidly and he was in a
wretched state. Without spectacles he looked and felt
like a blind man. He would use the opportunity of
going abroad to visit his oculist at Lausanne. He did
not trust his eyes to any oculist in Belgrade. He could
stop at Lausanne on his way home from France.

Barthou was pleased with his achievement. To have
obtained the King's promise was a diplomatic success.
He improved the occasion by divulging further plans for
the future. At the beginning of the following month
it was his intention to go to London. He undertook
to explain to Sir John Simon the entirely pacific nature
of King Alexander's policy. Great Britain seemed to
look upon the new Balkan Pact with some suspicion
and there were some who imagined that the Balkan
States were again becoming aggressive. England was
incurably suspicious of the Balkans, seeing that the Great
War started out of Balkan intrigue and violence. Britain
must come to understand both the Little Entente and
the Balkan Pact as insurance against war. Barthou
used a new phrase. He spoke of an Eastern Locarno.
He thought the Little Entente and the Balkan Pact
could be unified and that both Hitler and Mussolini
could be persuaded to join in one comprehensive under-
standing for peace. 3f Hitler refused, Russia must be
brought in despite Poland's obduracy. The old man
had pactomania very badly. He wanted also a Mediter-
ranean pact with France, Britain, Italy and Jugoslavia.

One thing was very clear both to King Alexander
and Jevtitch.   France was now concerned to come to